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During the period 14-16.05.2024, the Union of Bulgarian Black Sea Local Authorities (UBBSLA)
hosted the 5" Claire meeting and International conference “Sustainable energy consumption and use
of renewable energy by households” in Varna, Bulgaria.

The event attracted over 80 representatives of local authorities, civil servants and experts from ltaly,
Spain, Portugal, Romania and Bulgaria. During the two-days event, focused on sustainable energy
consumption and the use of renewable energy by households and the role of local authorities, the
international participants had the opportunity to personally visit two of the member municipalities of
UBBSLA, Aksakovo Municipality and Beloslav Municipality, to learn about good practices and projects
initiated and implemented with the support of local authorities there in the field of energy efficiency,
electromobility, prevention and recycling of household waste, etc. During the conference participating
project partners managed to meet in person with municipal legal representatives and experts from the
Municipality of Beloslav and Aksakovo.

On the last day of the international event, project partners visited one of the largest and well-
developed holiday complexes in the country, located on the northern Black Sea coast — resort Albena
and got acquainted on the spot with the implemented sustainable practices and initiatives to minimize
the impact on the environment in the tourism sector. During the study visit in Albena, the international
guests were impressed by the overall approach that the Bulgarian resort applies and thus
demonstrates its commitment to responsible development and environmental protection. As a model
for other tourist destinations, the resort shows that sustainable tourism can be both profitable and
environmentally friendly.

The purpose of the international conference, organized by UBBSLA, was not only to share good
initiatives, but also to show the commitment and role of the local authorities in the process of including
the citizens and tourists who visited our country in environmental protection initiatives. This is precisely
the understanding of the CLAIRE project, that the implementation of the Green Deal for environmental
protection and sustainable development requires the participation of all EU member states, as well as
cooperation between the public and private sectors. The 5" CLAIRE event was a good opportunity for
project partners to continue developing their relationships for further initiatives in the field, also to
shares mutual learning from local experience.
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